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Abstract 
The Department of Modern Languages and Global Studies has as its 
primary mission the undergraduate teaching of languages, literatures, and 
cultures to SDSU students, both as majors and minors, and offering 
service courses for all other degrees on campus.  The collection is 
composed mainly of newsletters produced by the Modern Languages and 
Global Studies Department. Also included are course announcements, 
pamphlets, programs, a departmental history, and some information 
about departmental rules. 
Historical Note 
Although recognized since the establishment of South Dakota State University 
as an essential part of a liberal education, foreign language instruction was 
sporadic and, at times, nonexistent during the early years. Around 1901, 
Modern Languages became a regular department. French and German programs 
were developed, but Latin suffered an early demise, disappearing as a college 
subject after 1909 and from the Preparatory Department after 1911. The years 
of 1916-1921 were years of great importance. The courses in German and 
French had good attendance, and the staff was well qualified. Due to World War 
I, however, German was dropped in 1917 and was not taught again until 1930, 
consequently, Spanish was introduced. 
In the 1950's, a Russian program was initiated and a composite BS Degree in 
Foreign Languages was approved. The 1960's saw growth of the Department of 
Modern Languages in both the laboratory and enrollment. A composite BA 
Degree in Modern Languages was approved and BA and BS Degrees were 
approved in French, German, Russian and Spanish. In 1969, Russian was 
dropped and was not taught again until the 1990's. 
The Department of Modern Languages & Global Studies has as its primary 
mission the undergraduate teaching of languages, literatures, and cultures to 
South Dakota State University students, both as majors and minors, and 
offering service courses for all other degrees on campus. The department 
aspires to offer to students the best preparation possible for their future careers 
in the fields of their choice, so they will be proficient speakers of the target 
language, cross-culturally competent and critical thinkers. In addition the 
department follows a strong tradition of service within the community, the state 
of South Dakota and beyond. Faculty in the department combine these two 
areas with research and scholarship in related disciplines, from research on 
cultural studies and literature, to the scholarship of teaching and learning, to the 
dissemination of their specialized knowledge to different constituencies, 
especially language teachers. 
Contents Note 
This collection is composed of composed mainly of the newsletter "Campanile" 
produced by the Modern Languages Department from 1974 to 1995. Also 
included are announcements for special language courses, such as Chinese, 
Japanese and Russian, a departmental history obtained from written histories of 
the college, and college catalogues; department information pamphlets; 
programs from awards banquets; and, standing rules of the department which 
detail policies and procedures for the Modern Languages Department in 1957. 
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Administrative Information 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open to researchers without restrictions. The materials in the 
Archives do not circulate and may be used in-house only. 
Researchers conducting extensive research are asked to make an advance 
appointment to access archival material. Please call or e-mail prior to visiting 
the collection and indicate as much detail as possible about a particular topic 
and intended use. 
South Dakota State University supports access to the materials, published and 
unpublished, in its collections. Nonetheless, access to some items may be 
restricted as a result of their fragile condition or by contractual agreements with 
donors. 
Copyright note 
Copyright restrictions apply in different ways to different materials. Many of the 
documents and other historical materials in the Archives are in the public 
domain and may be reproduced and used in any way. There are other materials 
in the Archive carrying a copyright interest and must be used according to the 
provisions of Title 17 of the U.S. Code. The Archive issues a warning concerning 
copyright restrictions to every researcher who requests copies of documents. 
Although the copyright law is under constant redefinition in the courts, it is 
ultimately the responsibility of the researcher to properly use copyrighted 
material. 
Arranged and Described by 
Crystal J. Gamradt, 1999 March 2, additions made 2013 August 26. 
Container List 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 
1 1 Awards banquet (programs) 1989, 1990 
1 2 Campanile (newsletter) 1974 
1 3 Campanile (newsletter) 1975 
1 4 Campanile (newsletter) 1976 
1 5 Campanile (newsletter) 1977 
1 6 Campanile (newsletter) 1978-1980 
1 7 Campanile (newsletter) 1981-1986, 1989 
1 8 Campanile (newsletter) 1990-1991, 1995 
1 9 Foreign Languages records 1975 
1 10 French: In Celebration of the Bicentennial of 
the French Revolution events 
1989 
1 11 History of Foreign Language Department, 
1885-1927 (booklet) 
undated 
1 12 Introductory Chinese I (course 
announcement) 
2001 
1 13 Morocco: Where Civilizations meet - 
discussions (poster) 
2003 
1 14 Japanese I (course announcement) undated 
1 15 Pamphlets: department information undated 
1 16 RALI News [newsletter] (Remote Access 
Language Instruction) 
1987-1989 
1 17 Russian (course announcement) 1990 
1 18 Standing Rules of Department 1957 
 
